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LC-2502
ENV 6.00

United States Department of the Inter
BUREAU OF RECIJAivIATION

Lower Colorado Regional Office
P.O.  Box 61470

Boulder City' NV 89006-1470

MAY  142001

To :                     All Interested Persons

Subj ect: Final Enviro]-ental Assessment and Finding of No Signific
B. Griffith Water Project Title Transfier

Dear Sir or Madam:

The Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) has prepared the attached Final En
Assessment (EA) and Finding of No Significant Impact GONSI) for the Rob
water project (project).  Reclamation has been directed by an Act of Congres
Prepayment and Conveyance Act of 2000) to transfer title of the Project wate
to the southem Nevada Water Authority.  The Project is a water delivery syst
colorado fiver water to the Las Vegas ValleyJ Nellis Air Force Base, and Bo

No changes to the Draft EA were necessary based on the eight public comme
other new information, therefore the Final EA is in summary form and incorp
EA.

For questions or to request a copy of the Draft and Final EA and FONSI, cont
(LC-2502), Bureau of Reclamation, P.O. Box 61470, Boulder City, Nevada 8
telephone (702) 293-8132
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National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended.

Prepared :
Envirormental Specialist

Re commended :

Approved :

Dale   i-,/a/-¢ /
Compliance and Really GroupManag er,



FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
00-LC-002

Robert B. Griffith Water Project
Title Transfer

Clark County, Nevada

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

The No Action Alternative was the only other altemative considered.

THE RECOMMENDED ALTERNATIVE

Reclamation, acting for the United States, would transfer title of the water d(
associated with the Project.  The Authority is seeking title for all Federal fac
the Project, including the Saddle Island intake facilities, the aqueducts, the tl
River Mountains, pumping plants, pipelines, and associated facilities within
of the acquisition of title, the Authority would repay the discounted remainiI
obligation from the contract with the Federal govemment for the Project, s c(
accordance with the Grifflth Project Prepayment and Conveyance Act, the r€
$121 ,204,348, which shall be increased to reflect any accrued unpaid interes
decreased by the amount of any additional principal payments made by the I
September 1 5,  1999, until the date on which the prepayment occurs.
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ENVIROI\m4ENTAL m4PACTS

Following is a sunlmary Of the major issues addressed in the Final EA.

Air Oualitv - The Las Vegas Valley has been classified as a serious non-atta
particulate matter with a diameter of 10 microns or less and as a non-attalrm
monoxide.  Transfer of title to Project facilities and acquired lands will have
quality.  The Authority will continue to be responsible fior routine operation
activities, and there will be no increase in pollutant emissions.  The Authoril
comply with Clark County air quality regulations, including obtaining any II
Transfers of title are exempt from air conformity determination requirement
93. 153(2)(xiv).

the Nevada State IIistoric Preservation Office.
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independently determined by Authority members.
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT, CONSULTATION, AND COORDINATIO

Public Involvement

were received.

A similar noticing process, as described above, was used to announce the av
EA.  A 30-day review period for the Draft EA began August 28 and ended S
A public meeting was held on September 12, 2000, to receive comments.  T]
attended was a reporter from a local newspaper.  Eight comment letters were
expressed support for the title transfer (see Attachment 1 of the attached Fin
the comment letters).  None of the comments required a change to the Draft
the attached Final EA for a list of the comment letters and responses.

ilability of the Draft
ptember 28, 2000.
e only person who
received and all
I EA for copies of
lA.   SeeTable 1  in

Consultation and Coordination

by pipeline iustallatiOus.



P.       2MAY-10-01     THU        5:05    PM           HISTORIC    PRESERVATION                             FAXNO.           1     775     68413442

STATE  OF  NEVADA

DEPARTMENT  OF   MUSEUMS,   LIBFIARY  AND   AFITS

STATE   HISTORIC   PRESEF]VI(TION   OFFICE
100 N_  Stewart Street

Carson City. Nevada     89701-4285
KENNY   C_   GulNN

Goverrror

MICHAEL  a.  "||EF]BY
Clep8nmen t Director

May lO, 200l

Mr. William J. Liebhauser

E:ur=:Sue:f REdalnatiOn
lJOWer Colorado Regional Office
Environmental Compliance and Really Group
P.0. Box 61470
Boulder City NV 89006-l470

Robert B-. Grifflth Water Project, Lag Vegas Valley..and IJcke: ,
County (LC.NI.00-Ol ).

Dear Mr. Liebhauser:

The Nevade State Historic Preservatic)n Offilce.(SHPO) reviewed. ch
information provided for the subject undertalchg..  The.,?HPOicono
Eurcau of Reclarnation's de[erminaLtiOn' that the,.Robert R :Gdfflth i
not cl,lSblc for the National Register of Historic Places under any a
crit€ria|

The SHPO concurs with the Bureau of Reclamation's determinatioI
properties will be affected by the transfer of the Robert B. Grifflth i
the Southcm Nevada Water Authority.

RONA|C)   m_   JAMES
State Historic Prescrvatiorl Ottlcor

RE:     Transfer of Title to Federal Water Conveyance Fa.tilities, Assdciated with the
Cad, C]ark

add i ti anal
rs with the
racer Project is
the Secrctay's

that no historic'ater Pro]'ect to
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Sincerely I

tile, an 8ctld:ue -
Alice M- Baldrica, Deputy
state Historic Preservation Officer
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FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
00-LC-002

Robert B. Griffith Water Project
Title Transfer

Clark County) Nevada

A Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) for the transfer of title of the Robe:
Project (Project) from the Federal govemment to the Southem Nevada Wate
(Authority) was completed in August, 2000.  It was released to the public fo:
and comment period, which ended September 28, 2000.  No new informatio]
firom the public review period or agency coordination, and no Project plans I
those described in the Draft EA.  Since no revisions to the Draft EA were ne
becomes the Final EA.  This Final EA presents a summary of the Project an(
review and agency consultation.

repayment contract with the Federal govemment.

Reclamation has been directed by an Act of Congress (Grifflth Project Prepz
Conveyance Act of 2000, Public Law 1 06-249) to transfer title of the Rober
Project facilities to the Authority.  As part of the acquisition of title, the Aut
the discounted remaining repayment obligation from the contract with the FI
Also associated with the transfer is the grant or assignment to the Authority
rights-of-way) Casements, or permits over existing Federal public or withdra

yment and
B. Griffith Water
lOrity WOuld repay
)deral goverrment.
)f perpetual
un lands, which are
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by pipeline installations.



Attachment 1 - Public Comment Letter



NEVADASTATECLEARINGHOUSE         ./
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Department Of AdministratiBudgetandPlanningDivis209EastMusselStreet"RooI:y:mnTm             / -p§-i-:-: :: -®=Il9;i:i--::-I-I::-:-:-:---:i

carson ci?;,N58)V6a8dfO829#'4298             /

fax (775) 684-0260                           `-.

ATE..         August28,2000

consevation-Natunl R urces          --:.I:',f       -
OVem     S

Directcr's Ofrfe
~,\.`

rtyAc#tweyefor Nucler Pr¢eets          :nf=rai:lTee&hRi= R-h Dry
State Lands
E nvirorrmental Protecti n

Business a Industry                                  PUG
F orestry

E nergy                                                         Tranaportaton Wlk"e
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•}^
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)roject:                PEA for the Robert Grfflth Water Project "e Transfer

3LEARINGHOUSE NOTES:Enclosed'foryourreviey,and COmment' iS a COPY of the above mentioned prPjee|   Pleasetheimportanceofitscontributiontostate'and/orlocalarcawidegoalsandcrtyectives;a

.    .   -  -    .           .  -. .    TT-   .'.     -. •'.'l

evaluate it with renditsaccordwithany I to its effect on your plans anapplicablelaws,ordersorreglificantcommentsareprovidedtierElliott,684J)209.ndsaretheultimate

which you are familiar.

please submit your comnents no later than seat. 27, 20OO-.   Use the space below for Stud ConmentS.   lf SigagencyletteitleadandinellrfetheNevadaSAlnunberandcommentdiedatetorourreference.Questions?H

THIS SECTION TO BE COMPLETED BY REVIEW AGENCY:

I:##ifethianT;=jtt;e n               I:g#, sf:E#
red (See below)rt(Seebelow)aimbelow)

AGENCY COMMENTS:

Any water wells or boreholes that may be located on either acquired Or transferred I
responsibility of the owner of the property at the time of the transfer and must be pl gged and abandoned as
required in chapter 534 of the Nevada Administrative Code.   Ifartesian water is loo ted in any well or

borehole it shall be controlled as required in NRS  534.060(3) of the Nevada Revised./// Statues.           9-06-00

#j¢                                                        WATER RESOURCES
I   I        -      -  I    -

signature`JL- DAJ\J\J|,r\       s tsharch(\c]car\clcar dan                                        Agency
Date
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NEVADA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE

esourCeS

Department Of AdmlnistratiOn

Budget and Planning Division

209 East Mussel Street., Room 200

carson City, Nevada 897OIJl298
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I,                    .     .             :       ".9

•sJative Counsel Bureau                                        Conservaton-Natural

AgrAc#e"ue'ffi6rffits  AlrJ RTra#mTgce&hRih¥R_ch Dry.          I
D-rector's Office
state- Larks- Env.rormntaI Protec

Business & Industry                                    PUG
F orestryE nergy                                                           Transporta tion
WILdlifeMinerals                                                            UNR Bureau of Mines

Economic Developrnent                            UNF\ Leray                                                                         Reglon 1
Regwh 2

Fire Marshal                                                  Historic Preser\/aton Regiv 3
H rna n Resarces                                   Emergency Management                                        Consen/eton D rstrjcts

GeTRE!                                  State Parksgt,  aIHealthDivision                               I           Washington  Office
Water Resources
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Department of Comprehensi
500SGrandCentral  Pky   .    Ste3012    .    POBox551741    .    Las

(702)  455-4181      .      Fax  (702)  385-8940

John  L.  SchlegeI,  Director       .        Phil  Rosenquist,Assistant  Director       .        L
-    I  _`       ,§5`\=Tri'j_-`,v[€r    7                                                      fTt~\;'                                                        rllqJ,`=,(`    i_`.

September 1 , 2000

Mr. Dave Curtis (LC-2502)
Bureau of Reclamation
Lower Colorado Regional Office
PO Box 61470
Boulder City, NV 89006-1470

Dear Mr. Curtis:

. /.",{, `

Thank you for the opporfunity to comment on the Environmental Assessment for th
Robert B. Grifflth Water Project from the Bureau ofReclamation to the Southem Ne
The  Southem Nevada Water Authority is  a prime example of local agencies  addr
through cooperative agreements.   clark County has continually supported local ini,
with federal and state agencies as a means to address the needs of the community.

we look forward to working with your office  On future COOPeratiVe efforts in Pro
commentary as requested.   If you have any questions on Clark County's comment
Tumier at 455-5529.

---_-_                          -------

cc:          Ms. Lisa Luptowitz
Southem Nevada Water Authority
1001  S. Valley View Boulevard
Las Vegas, Nevada 89153

BOARD  OF  COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS
BRUCE  L.  WOODBURY,  Chairman    .    ERIN  KENNY.  Vice-Chair

YVONNEATKINSON   GATES    .    DARIO  HERRERA    .    MARYJ_  KINCAID    .    LANCE  M    MALONE    .    MYRNA
nAI  I  \^/   ASKF\^/   Cnunlv  Manaaer

e PIanning
egas  NV     89155-1741.

sa  Coder,  AssIStant Dlrector
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VOICE# 564-7574      FAX# 564-2 170

/,,  d_3£±
September 7, 2000

Mr. Dave Curtis [LC 2502]
Bureau of Reclamation
Lower Colorado Regional Office
P.0. Box 61470
Boulder City9 NV 89006-1470

Re..     3;¥:TA:tAh.o[r:;a:s6e=#hNeTR::ek:oBbGEri:l=GWsteeprteP:objeerct2:; I 2Sooouot]hern Nevadfl

94-579, Section 210].
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We understand that a portion of this land has been designated as 6€Area
Environmental Concern"; coupled with the €cEasement,? of the Boulder
Train Museum,s planned Railroad, which we support,  just straightens t
W ITHD RAWAL.

We have attached tlle original signed petition,s for your review and requ
petitions will be entered into the record of comment.

Cordially?"::; /fry. 6rff
i,?li,/ I /-

Diane M. Hooker, President

encl:    Petition signed by the residents? pages numbered; 1 through 8, T

cc..        Lisa Luptowitz, SNWA, 1001 S. Valley View blvd., Las Vegas) N
cc:         File

f Critical
itv Historical
e need for

st that all

tal Signatures #58

89153
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September 21, 2000

Mr. Dave Curris (LC-2502)
Bureau of Reclamation
Lower Colorado Regional Office
p.O. Box 61470
Boulder City, Nevada  89006-1470

I)ear Mr. Curtis:

SUBJECT..       DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT FOR TH]
GRIFFITH WATER PROJECT TITLE TRANSFER

we have reviewed the Draft Envirormental Assessment (DEA) for the R(
water project Title Transfer.   The DEA duly evaluates potential environ
from the administrative actions being considered by the Bureau of Reclam
transfer, and the Las Vegas Valley Water District (District) urges Reclan
Finding of No  Significant Impact.   The District supports the transfer O
Grifflth Water Proj ect water delivery facilities to the Southem Nevada V
Transferring title of these facilities will provide cost savings tO SoutherI
Authority  purveyor  members,  including  the  District,  and  Will  expedit(
maintenance of the entire southern Nevada Water System.

S incerely9

ft #34dy9d-
Nick Bravbrooke` P.E.
Director, LVVWD Resources

NB:mep

PATF]lCIA MULROY
GENEFIAL MANAGEF]

DAVID A.  DONNELLY,  P.E_
DEPUTY  GENEF!AL mANAGEF]
ENGINEEF!lNG/OPEFiATIONS

FilCHARD  J.  WIMMEF]
DEPUTY GENEFtAL MANAGEF]
ADMINISTF]ATION

;!rro~3. 8EHNAERRLAELScoKirlsAEULSER

ROBERT  B.

bert B. Grifflth
mental impacts
lion fior the title
ation to issue a
: the Robert B.
7ater Authority.

Nevada Water
I  operation  and



City Manager
Hurt Fritsch

ssistant City Managers
[ichele F. Richardson

Mayor
Michael L. Montandon

Council Memb ers
VVilliam E. Robinson

John K RIodes
Stephanie S. Smith

Shard Buck
NORTH  LAB_V_E6AS

public Workgffi,ee7pctffi,€#faZffffiffies Division
2829 Fort Sunlter Dr..  Nortll Las Vegas, Nevada 89030
Telephone:    (702) 633-1275.  Far:    (702) 649-9784

Web Address:    wl-7.CityOfilOrthlaSVegas.con

`                               ``          -          --```,``+..September 25, 2000

Mr.  Dave Curtis (LC-2502)
Bureau of Reclamation
Lower Colorado Regional Office
PO Box 61470
Boulder City,  NV 89006-1470

Ms.  Lisa Luptowitz
Southern Nevada Water Authority
1001  S. Valley View Boulevard
Las Vegas,  NV 89153

Assistant Public Works Director (Acting)



IN REPLY REFER TO:

LC-2502
ENV 6.00

United States Department of the Inte
BUREAU OF RECIAMATION

Lower Colorado Regional Office
P.O. Box 61470

Boulder City' NV 89006-1470

AUG   22   ZOOO

To :               Interested Persons, Organizations, and Agencies

From:          Deanna J. Miller, Director
Resource Management Office

Subject:      Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) fior Robert B. Grifflth Wa
Transfer.

The Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation), in cooperation with southem Ne
(Authority), National Park Service, and Bureau of Land Management, has is
EA for Robert B. Griffltli Water Project Title Transfer.

Reclamation has been directed by an Act of Congress (Griffith Project Prepa
Act of2000) to transfer title of the Robert B. Griffilth Water Project water de
Authority.  The Robert B. Grifflth Water Project, located in Clark County, N
by Acts of Congress in 1965 and 1966.  The project is a water delivery syste

phases completed in 1971 and 1982, to deliver Colorado River water to Las
including Nellis Air Force Base, and Boulder City.  As part of the acquisitio
would repay the discounted remaining repa)mlent Obligation from the contra
govemment fior the project,s constmction costs.  Also associated with the tra
assignment to the Authority of papetual rights-of-way' Casements, or permit
public, or withdrawn lands, which are administered by Reclamation,  Bureau
National Park Service, and United States Air Force OVellis Air Force Base).
acquire title to parcels of land within the Las Vegas Valley that were previou
purchased by the Federal govemment for the sites of pumping stations and ot

The Federal actions considered in the EA are administrative, and do not invo
construction.  The Authority would not change the cunTent OPeratiOn and mai
delivery fiacilities.

An open house public meeting is planned to answer questions and receive co
will be held on Tuesday, September 12, 2000, at the Lag Vegas Valley Water
Conference Room, 1001  South Valley View Boulevard, Lag Vegas, Nevada,
8:00p.m.

compliance office at LC-2626

NV-2001-16

er Project Title

ada Water Authority
ued the attached Draft

ent and Conveyance
ivory facilities to the
vada, was authorized

constructed in
egas Valley)
of title, the Authority

t with the Federal
sfer is the grant or
over existing Federal,

of Land Management,
he Authority would
ly non-Federal lands
er Facilities.

Ve any new
tenance of the water

ents.  This meeting
District offices, Mead
om 6:sop.m. to



:.I..:

DRAFT

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Robert B. Griffith Water Project
Title Transfer

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
Lower Colorado Region
Boulder City) Nevada

'Fjfaz-__jr1±
J  bEEiRIEIREI

Southern Nevada Water Authority
Las Vegas, Nevada

¢
Southem Nevada

Water Autho rity

August 2000

fff ;av ee r-i-__
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A 30-day public review process on the Draft EA will begin on August 28, 20
be received by September 28, 2000, and may be sent by mail, fax, or e-mail.
this EA, or to submit \whtten comments, please contact:

Mr. Dave Curtis (LC-2502)
Bureau of Reclan'ation
Lower Colorado Regional Office
PO Box 61470
Boulder City NV  89006-1470
702-293-8 132
e-mail:   dcurtis@1c.usbr.gov

Attachment

Ms. Lisa Luptowitz
Southem Nevada Water
1001  S. Valley View Bo
Las Vegas IV 89153
702-822-8489
e-mail:   lisa.1uptowitz@

0.  Comments must
For infiormation on

uthority
1 evard

d.com
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C ontents

Conformance with Las Vegas Resource Management Plan
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Affected Environment and Environmental I

This chapter addresses the affected environment and potential environmental i
Action and the No Action Altemative.

CRITICAL ELEMENTS OF THE ENVIRONME

The following critical elements of the environment would not.be affected by t
the  No  Action  altematives,  but  are  listed  below  as  required  by  statutes,  reg
orders.

Areas of Critical Environmental Concem:  A project tunnel crosses beneath the
of Critical Environmental Concem, but because the Proposed Action and No Ac
actions  and  would  not  change  the  Project,  there  would  be  no  effect  on
Environmental Concem.

Farm Lands (Prime or Uniaue1..  No prime or unique farmlands are located withi

FloodDlainS:   Project facilities cross beneath designated floodplains, but becaus
and No Action are administrative actions and would not change the project, th
on floodplains.

Noxious  Weeds:     The  Proposed  Action  and  No  Action  alternatives  would
operation  and  maintenin-ce  of the  Project  by  the  Authority,  and  would  not  s
including invasive and exotic species.

Wastes. Hazardous or Solid..   No hazardous or solid wastes would be generate
by the Proposed Action or No Action altematives.

Water Oualitv. DrinkinalGround:   The Proposed Action and No Action alternat
existing operation and maintenance of the Project by the Authority, and would n

WetlandsAIiDarian  Zones:    Project  facilities  cross  beneath  wetlands  in  the
because  the  Proposed  Action  and  No  Action  are  administrative  actions  and
Project, there would be no effect on these wetlands.

Wild and Scenic Rivers:  There are no Wild and Scenic Rivers within the Project

Wildemess:   Project facilities are not located in any desigrmted wildemess are++
located in proximity to the Sunrise Mountain Natural Area, but because the Pr
Action are administrative actions and would not change the project, there wou
area.

AIR QUALITY

The Federal  govemment,  through  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency)  has
standards  under the Clean Air Act of 1969.   In Clark County)  the  Clark Coun
Pollution  Control  Division  administers  the  air  pollution  control  program,  in
count)IVide  regulations  and  COnduCting  air  quality  monitoring.     The  Lag  V

pacts

pacts of the Proposed
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lotions,  or  executive

Mountains Area
ion are administrative
his  Area  of  Critical
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or othe"/ise affected

ves would not change
t affect water quality.
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classified as a serious non-attainment area for particulate matter with a diamet
and  as  a  non-attainment  area  fior  carbon  monoxide.    In  concert  with  the  En
Agency9 the County is pursuing efforts to achieve attainment status fior both of t

Praposec7 J4cfJ'OJ? - Transfer of title to Project facilities and acquired lands wou
quality.   The Authority would continue to be responsible  for routine oper
activities, and there would be no increase in pollutant emissions.   The Auth
comply with Clark County air quality regulations, including obtaining any
CFR  93.153(2)(xiv)  identifles  transfers  of  title  as  exempt  from  air  co
requ irements.

IVo  J4cfz'o77  -  Retaining  title  to  the  Project  facilities  and  acquired  lands  by  t
would have no effect on air quality.   The Authority would continue to be
operations and maintenance activities, and there would be no increase in po
Authority would continue to comply with Clark County air quality regulatio
any necessary permits.

CULTURAL RESOURCES / NATIVE AMERICAN RELIGIO

The  National   Historic   Preservation  Act,   Archaeological   Resources   Protec
American  Grave Protection  and Repatriation Act provide  for protection  of c
Federal  stewardship.     Since  the  Federal  govemment  would  retain  o\uners
oversight  responsibilities  on  the  Federal  public  or  withdrawn  lands  in  the
resource protections on these lands would not change.  A cultural resource inve
sites, rights-of-way' and Casements within the Valley that would be acquired by
Federal govemment was conducted in September,  1999.   No new cultural sites
field  surveys,  but there  are three  previously  recorded  cultural  resources  sites
area.  The first of these is a historic railroad grade near Boulder City.  Due to r
the  portion  of the  grade within the  Project area no  longer exists.    The  other
within the boundaries of the Las Vegas Valley Water District's North Well Fiel
as the Las Vegas Springs Preserve.  One of these sites is listed on, and the other
listing on, the National Register of Historic Places.   The  Charleston Heights
both  sites.   However, the pipeline  crosses  between cultural  loci  of the  sites,
upon  any  cultural  remains.    Subsurface  soils  testing  along  the  pipeline  did
deposits.

Praposed J4cfz'o#  -  Transfer  of title  of the  Project  facilities  would  have  no
stewardship and associated cultural resources protections on Federal publi
However,  for  the  Project  sites,  rights-of-way?  and  Casements  within  the
acquired  by the  Authority9  Federal  cultural  resources  statutes  would  no  lo
two significant cultural  sites are within the Project area, Project facilities  a
containing cultural material.   These cultural sites and the surrounding area a
by  the  Las  Vegas  Valley  Water  District,s  development  of  the  Las  Ve
Additionally, since the Authority is a political sub-entity of the State of Ne
on  the  protection  of historical  and  archaeological  properties  O\TRS  383. 12
remains  (NRS  383.170)  would  continue  to  apply  to  the  Authority,s  oper
activities.  For these reasons, the Proposed Action would have no effect on c
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the reimbursement agreements were negatively amortized for the flrst eight ye rs after completion of
each phase.   Table  1  shows sources of funds to construct the  SNWS after co pletion of the filrst andture
second phases.

Table 1
Southern Nevada Water Systein Phase I and II Debt Stru

Amount (S milli ns)

Funding Source Phase I Phase II otal O/a of Total

Federal Repayment Contracts 5l.6 l31.5 83.1 7l%

State of Nevada General Obligation Bonds 8.9 63.0 7l.9 28%

United States Dept of Housing & UrbanDevelopment 1.5 - 1.5 l%

Total 62.0 194.5 56.5

As of April  1999, the amount of the remaining repayment obligation to the F deral govemment was
$270,998,81 1, including $169,236,043 of principal and $101,762,768 in interesI  The number of yearsasbeendeclining.At
remaining in the repayment schedule is 34.

The role of the Federal govemment in flnancing improvements of the SNWS
completion  of the  first  phase,  the  Federal  govemment  had  financed  83% f the  SNWS.    After
completion of the second phase, that ratio had been reduced to 71%.  As of Jun 30,  1999, the ratio of
outstanding Federal debt to total outstanding debt of the SNWS is  14%.  That tio will decline to 6O/oghts-of-wayissuedor
at completion of the Authority, s Capital Improvements Plan in the year 20 1 7.

Pursuant to  the  Griffith  Project Prepayment  and  Conveyance  Act  of 2000,  r
assigned to the Authority shall be valid in perpetuity and fees for payment of re tat are waived.

P;.aposec7 J4cf;'o# - The Authority must prepay  its  repayment obligations to t e Federal  goverrment
before title to Project facilities may be transferred to the Authority.   Federa policy requires that a
prepayment does not decrease the net proceeds otherwise available to the nited  States Treasury.
Therefore,  the  prepayment  amount  for the  proposed  action  must  make  t e  Federal  goverrment
indifferent between receiving $27l  million over 34 years or a discounted mount in a lump-sum
prepayment.   cDiscounting" is the process for filnding the Present Value Of amount that will  be
received or paid out in the future, where the future value is discounted to a lower present value toof$121.2millionwas
account for the effects of the time value of money.

In the Griffith Project Prepa)rment and Conveyance Act, a lump sum amoun
identified as the discounted repayment obligation (subject to adjustment to reflect accrued unpaid
interest   and   additional   principal   payments   since   September   15,   l999 ntil   the   date   of  the
prepayment).    The  discount  rate  used  was  6.08%,  which  was  the  yield  o the 30-year Treasury
Bond  as  of September  30,  1999.    The  30-year  bond  was  chosen  because he period  of maturity
approximates  the  number  of years  remaining  in  the  repayment  contract hedule.    Discounting
$271  million at 6.08% over 34 years results in a lump sum payment of $12 •2 million.   Assuming
that 6.08% is the Federal govemment opportunity cost of capital, the Federa govemment would be
equally well off receiving $271  million  over 34 years or receiving  $121.2 illion  in  a  lump  sum

Robert B. Grifflth Title Transfer Page 9
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payment.  Because the repayment obligation to the Federal govemment wo
loss of revenue, the Proposed Action would have no adverse effect on the U

jVo J4cfz'oro - If no action is taken, the Federal govemment would retain title to
change in the current flnancial arrangement would occur.   The Federal gov
$271.0 million in payments of principal and interest over the next 34 years.

INDIAN TRUST ASSETS

United  States  Department of the  Interior policy  (Secretary  of the  lnterio.r  Oi
actions under NEPA consider potential effects on Indian Trust Assets (ITA).  I
property  held  in  trust  by  the  Federal  govemment  for  the  benefit  of Indian
Examples  of trust assets  include  lands,  mineral  rights,  hunting  and  fishing ri
Reclamation policy requires that it will caITy Out activities in a manner Which P
adverse impacts where possible.  No ITA have been identified on the Project fat

Proposed J4cfz.o# - No effect on ITA would result from the proposed transfer
facilities.   The Las Vegas Pauite tribe currently receives water from an Aut
would not be affected by this action.

IVo J4cfz'oJ7 - Retaining title to the Project facilities by the Federal government w
ITA.

LANDS

Federal  lands  in  the  Project area are  managed  by Reclamation,  ELM, NPS,
Force  QJellis  Air Force Base) (see  Figure  1).   The  Federal  govemment pure
previously private lands for the sites of pumping stations, rate of flow control st
tank.    Project  pipelines  also  cross  municipal  and  private  lands,  for  which  p
rights-of-way were obtained by the Federal govemment prior to construction.

Praposed J4cfz'oJ? - The Proposed Action would involve administrative actions b
including the conveyance and assignment of title to project facilities and a
issuance   of  rights-of-way   across   other   public   and   withdrawn   lands.
Prepayment and Conveyance Act provides the legislative authority for the ag
Proposed Action.   Therefore,  title to  the  Project facilities  and the  rights  i
United States for the Project, together with rights-of-way across other publi
for the operation, maintenance, replacement, and repair of the Project, would
to the Grifflth Project Prepayment and Conveyance Act and other legislative
applicable.   The Proposed Action would not result in a change in land uses
Federal  lands  by  the  Federal  agencies.    In  accordance  with  Federal  regu
would consult with the Federal agencies prior to making a substantial chang
the Project if required during operation, maintenance, or replacement, and
applications would be flled if needed.  In some areas, Project facilities are joi
existing  rights-of-way  of other  entities  for  pipeline,  fiber  optic,  and  pow
Proposed  Action   would   have   no   effect  on   these   other   existing   rights_
agreements would remain in place.   For these reasons, the Proposed Action
onlands.
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Table 2
ro.iect AreaThreatened and Endangered Sl)ecies Potentially Occurring in the

ScientiflC Name Common Name Federal Status State Status

PLJENTS

Astragalus geyeri van.triquetrus Threecomer milkvetch - Critically Endangered

Astragalus mohavensis var-. Curve-podded Mojave Candi date Critically Endangered
hem iayrus mi lkvetch
Cryptanfha insolita. Unusual catseye - Critically Endangered
Eriogonum viscidulum Sticky buckwheat - Critically Endangered
Calochortus striatus Alkali mariposa lily Candidate
Arctomecon californica Las Vegas bearpoppy Candidate (proposed) Critically Endangered

REPT ILE S
Gopherus agassizii Desert tortoise Threatened Threatened
Heloderma suspectum cinctum Bended gila monster Protecte d

BIRDS
Haliaeetus leucocephalus Bald eagle Threatened Endangered
Falco peregrinus anatum American peregrine falcon Endangered
Empidoncoc traillii extimus Southwestem willowflycatcher Endangered Protected

Athene cunioularia hypugea Westem bunowing owl C andi date Protected
Phainopepla nitens Phainop ep la - Protected

MAMMALS
Corynorhinus townsendii - Pale To`unsend' s big-eared Candidate
p alles cens bat
Euderma maculatum Spotted bat C andidate Threatened
Eumops perotis californicus Greater westem mastiff bat C andidate
Idionycteris phyllotis Allen's big-eared bat Card idate
Macrotus calif:ornicus Califomia leaf-nosed bat C andidate
Myotis ciliolabrum Small-fooled myotis C andi date
Myotis evotis Long-eared myotis Candi date
Myotis thysanodes Fringed myotis Candidate
Myotis velifer Cave myotis C andidate
Myotis volans Long-legged myotis C andidate
Myotis yumanensis Yuma myotis C andidate
Nyctinomops macrotis Big free-failed bat Candidate
Ovis canadensis nelsoni Desert bighom sheep Game
Federal Status:

ufficient infomation on

Endangered:  Federally listed as Endangered.
Threatened:  Federally listed as Threatened.
Candidate:   Species for which the United States Fish and Wildlife Service presently has

biological status and threats to propose as endangered or threatened under the Endan ered Species Act.
State Status:
Critically  Endangered:     Species  or  subspecies  of  native  flora  determined  by  the  st te  forester  firewarden,

pursuant  to  Nevada  Revised  Statutes  OURS)  Section  527.270,  to  be  Threatened  or Endangered  and  whose
survival requires assistance.   These species will therefore be placed on the list of ful ly protected species and
no member of its kind may be removed or destroyed except under special permit iss ed by the state forester
firewarden.

Endangered:   Listed as Endangered by the  State of Nevada Division of Wildlife  OVD W) pursuant to  State of030.
Nevada Administrative Code OVAC) Section 503.050.

Threatened:  Listed as Threatened by NDOW pursuant to NAC Section 503.080 and 503
Protected:   Species that is protected from hunting or killing pursuant to NAC Section 50 .030 and 503.050.
Game:   Species of wildlife classifled as game pursuant to NAG Section 503.lOl.

Robert B. Grifflth Title Transfer Page  12
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LIST OF PREPARERS

SS

Name Disciplin e Document espo nsib ility

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION

Dave Curtis Environmental Specialist Agency Lea 9 EA Manager

Nancy DiDonato Contract and.Repa)ment Specialist Agency Part c ipation

James P. Green Environmental Specialist Agency Lea ? EA Manager

Bill Martin Natural Resource Specialist Agency Part c ipation

Jearmie Rutherford Really Specialist Agency Part c ipation

Margot Selig Economist Agency Part c ip ati on

SOUTHERN NEVADA WATER AUTHORITY

Lisa Luptowitz Environmental Planner EA Manager Document Preparation

Nina Merrill Envirormental B iologi st Threatened d Endangered Species

Greg Seymour Archaeo logist Cultural Res urCeS

Matt Thorley SNWA Controller Financial An lysis

Dianja white Pe-its Specialist Document P eparati on

DISTRIBUTION LIST

adaa

ooDerating Agencies
ureau of Land Management, Las Vegas Field Offilce, Las Vegas, Nevada
ational Park Service, Lake Mead National Recreation Area, Boulder City, Ne

ther State and Federal Agencies
nvironmental Protection Agency) Region 9, Sam Francisco, Califomia
olorado River Commission, Las Vegas, Nevada
evada State Clearinghouse, Carson City, Nevada
tale of Nevada Division of Environmental Protection, Carson City, Nevada
tate of Nevada Division of Wildlife, Southem Region, Las Vegas, Nevada
nited States Air Force, Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada
nited States Army Coaps of Engineers, Reno, Nevada
nited States Fish and Wildlife Service, Ecological Services, Las Vegas, Neva
nited States Fish and Wildlife Service, Nevada Fish and Wildlifie Offlce, Ren Nevada

ocal Agencies
ity of Boulder City
ity of Henderson
ity ofLas Vegas
ity of North Las Vegas
lark County Sanitation District
lark County Department of Comprehensive Planning
lark County Department of Parks and Recreation
lark County Regional Flood Control District
lark County Sanitation District

Robert B. Griffith Title Transfer Page  l5
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Native American Tribes_
Fort Mojave Indian Tribe
Moapa Band of Paiutes
Las Vegas Paiute Tribe
Hualapai Indian Tribe
Colorado River Indian Tribe
Pahrump Paiute Indian Tribe
Chemehuevi Indian Tribe
Las Vegas Indian Center

Other Interested Parties
Basic Management, Inc., Henderson, Nevada
Friends of the Desert Wetlands Pack, Las Vegas9 Nevada
Lake Las Vegas Resort, Henderson, Nevada
Larry Paulson, Las Vegas, Nevada
River Mountains Ranch Estates Homeowners Association, Henderson, Nevada

Referen ces

LVVlhD  (Las  Vegas  Valley  Water  District),  l999.    Habitat  Management  Pl
BeaIPOPPy (4J,CfOJ7ZeCOJ? CCI/i/Or#Z'CC7) Populations  on Las Vegas Valley W
South Well Fields.

Recon,  1995.   Clark County Desert Conservation Plan.  August.

Seymour, Gregory R.,  1998.  The Las Vegas Springs Heritage Site. Studies ofa
Parts I and II. Prepared for the Federal Highway Administration, Nevada D
Transportation, and the Las Vegas Valley Water District.  IIRC Report 2- 1 -
Elizabeth von Till Warren, Jeffrey Wedding? Hal Rager, Fred Nials, and Ca

USFWS  (United  States  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service),   l992.     Biological  Opi
Operation of Existing Facilities and Development on the Nellis Air Force
F-237.  Issued by Reno Field Office May  12,  1992.

1996.  Biological Opinion on Implementation of the Management Framew
Stateline  Resource  Management  Plan  within  the  Las  Vegas  Valley.    F
Issued by Nevada State OfflCe April  I 1,  1996.

n  for the  Las  Vegas
ter District North and

ultural Landscape
partment of
1.   Contributions by

herine Fowler.

ion  for  the  Proposed
ase.   FileNo'  1-5-91-

rk Plan and Proposed
e  No.   I-5-96-F-23R.
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APPEP\H)IX A - GRIFFITH PROJECT PREPA|m4Er\IT Ar\H) CO

S.986

®nc  apundrcd Sixth  ®ongrrgg
orthg

flnltrd StatC8  Of amCri[9
AT  THE  SECOND  SESSION

Begun and lu2ld at the Cly of Wast.inglon on Monday9
the twenrty-fourth day of Janunr\h two thousand

an a|t
To direct the Secretary of the Interior to convey the Griffith Project to the Sou

Nevada Water Authority.

E_e _it _eppL:ted  P,!_  the _ Set.at_e  arid  House  of_ Rapreseutedvthe United States of AInerica in CJongress assem'bled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TTITJZ:.

This  Act  may  be  cited  as  the  ffGriffith  Project  Prepa
and Conveyance Act".
SEC. 2. DEFnrmONS.

In this Act:
(1)  The  term  IAuthorit57  means  the  Southern  Ne

Water  Authority,  organized _under  the  laws  of the  sta
Nevada.

(2) The term «Griffith Hoject» means the Robert B. a
Water Hoject, authorized by and constructed pursuant to
Southe-  Nevada  Water  Project Act,  Public  Law  89-292
amended  (commonly  kno|un  as  the  «Southem  Nevada  W
Project  Act-)  (79  Slat.   1068),  including  pipelines,  cond
pumping  plants,  intake  facilities,  aquedrfetS,  laterals,  w
storage   and   regulatory   facilities,   electric   substations,
related  works  and  improvements  listed  pursuant  to  6Ro
B.  Griffith  Water  froject  (Formerly  Southem  Nevada  W
Hoject),   Nevada:   Southe-   Clink   CountyJ   IJOWer   Cola
Region Bureau of Reclamation", on file at the Bureau of
lamation and all interests in land acquired under public
89L292, as amended-

(3)  The  term  «Seaetary»  means  the   Seenetary  of
Interior.

(4)  The  term  IAcquired  IJand(S)»  means  all  interest
land,   including   fee   title,   right(s)-of-way>   and   easemen
acquired  by  the  Uhited  Stakes  from  nch-Federal. source
purchase,  donation,  exchange,  or  condemnation  pursuan
PtibHc IJaW 89+292, as amended for the Griffith froj-eel.

(5) The te- ThlbliC IJand}} means lands whieh have n
left Federal  ownership  and  are  under the jurisdiction  of
Bureau of IJand Management.

(6) The term ffl7ithdrarm Land» means Federal lands

reserved  for  a  particular  public  p|IrPOSe  PurSuant  to

L"
are  withdravm from settlement,  sale,  location  of minerals
entry  under  some  or  all  of the  general  land  laws  and

Law 89-292, as amended, inder the jarisdi-ction of the B
of Reclamation,  or  are  reserved  pur-suant to  public  Law
639 under the jurisdiction of the National Park Service.

EYANCE ACT

of

ent

rm
(s),
by
to

Vcr
the

88-
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S. 986-2
•sEC. 3. CON\rmIANCE 'OF GR- PROJECT.

(a)  IN GEI\RERAL.-In consideration  of the Authority assl
from the United States  all liability for administration,  oper
maintenance,  and replacement of the  Griffith Project and uS
to  the  prepaJ-ent  by  the  Authority  of the  Federal  repay
amount of $121,204,348 (which amount shall be increased to I
any ace-ed unpaid interest and shall be decreased by the an
of any additional I)rinCiPal PaJ-entS made by the Authority
September 15, 1999, prior to the date on which prepaJ-ent OO

:an::fro::anayith:i::Tl:an:roananayun=thRIfihe:IArfuFanchani:an?unianan?analunianay:



of the conveyed property.

Speaker of the House of Represeutc'itvles.

vise presthut of the purn££"s±t3ftetshea%ende.
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Projects Or
U ncomp I icated

e facilities are not
e relatively simple
a transfer can be

I in the Criteria
transfer being

sco_pE OF APPLICATION OF FRAnmWORK

It is the intent of Reclamation to transfer title and responsibility for Certail
facilities, when and where appropriate, to qualifying non-Federal interests

projects are projects or facilities where there are 'no competing interests, tl
hydrologically integrated with other projects , the financial arrangements a
and easily defined, and the legal and institutional concems2 associated witl
readily addressed.   In other words, after meeting the requirements Set fort
section below, projects will be selected for title transfer on the basis of th(
achievable and able to move forward quickly.

quO.

Note:   Reclamation recognizes that the complete severance of the re]atiouship between
Reclamation and the trausferee may not be POSSible in all instances.

such conceus include, but are not limited to, uuresolved Native American claims,
endangered species cousideratious, international or interstate issues, abse nee of consensus
among I).eneficiaries, significant disagreements raised by the Stakeholders , a need to prepare an
Envirormental Impact Statement, and substantive objections from Other gOVemmental entities.
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Lot 1 Section 30 T21S R63E MDM Clark County Nevada.

South Half of Northeast Quarter, East Half of Northwest Quarter Section 30 T2 1
County Nevada.

South Half Section 34 T21S R63E MDM Clark County Nevada.

Lot 1, Lots 4 and 5 Section 34 T21S R63E MDM Clark County Nevada.

West Half of Northeast Quarter, South Half of Northwest Quarter, North Half of
Section 34 T21S R63E MDM Clark County Nevada.

Lot 2 Section 35 T21S R63E MDM Clark County Nevada.

Lots 5 to 8, inclusive, Section 01 T22S R63E MDM Clank County Nevada-

Lots 5 to 8, inclusive, Section 02 T22S R63E I\®M Clark County Nevada.

Lots 5 and 6 Section 03 T22S R63E MDM Clank County Neivada.

Lot 5 Section 01 T22S R63 1/2 E MDM Clark County Nevada.

North Half of Southeast Quarter Section 01 T22S R63 y2 E MDM Clark County

South Half of Southwest Quarter Section 29 T21S R64E MDM Clark County N

South Half of Northwest Quarter, Northeast of Southwest Quarter, North Half of
Southeast Quarter of Southeast Quarter Section 30 T21S R64E MDM Clark Cou

West Half of East Half, Northeast Quarter of Northwest Quarter, Southeast Qua
Quarter Section 32 T21S R64E MDM Clark County Nevada.

Southwest Quarter of Southwest Quarter Section 02 T22S R64E MDM Clark Co

Lots 7 and 9 Section 03 T22S R64E MDM Clark County Nevada.

Southwest Quarter of Northeast Quarter, Southeast Quarter of Northwest Quarte
Southwest Quarter, South Half of Southwest Quarter, Southeast Quarter Section
Clark County Nevada.

Lots 6 to 8, inclusive,  10,  ll Section 04 T22S R64E MDM Clark County Nevad

Southwest Quarter, South Half of Southeast Quarter, Section 04 T22S R64E MD
Nevada.

Lots 5 and 6 Section 05 T22S R64E MDM Clark County Nevada.

Southeast Quarter of Northeast Quarter, Southwest Quarter, North Half of South
05 T22S R64E MDM Clark County Nevada.

R63E MDM Clark

Southwest Quarter

evada.

vada.

Southeast Quarter,
ty Nevada.

er of Southeast

nty Nevada.

Northeast of
3 T22S R64E n4DM

Clark County

ast Quarter, Section
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